
PARIS CONVENTION 



• The Paris Convention applies to industrial 
property in the widest sense, including patents, 
trademarks, industrial designs, utility models (a 
kind of "small-scale patent" provided for by the 
laws of some countries), service marks, trade 
names (designations under which an industrial or 
commercial activity is carried out), geographical 
indications (indications of source and 
appellations of origin) and the repression of 
unfair competition. 



     The substantive provisions of the Convention fall into three main 
categories:  

• National treatment. 
• Right of priority.  
• Common rules. 
• (1) Under the provisions on national treatment, the Convention 

provides that, as regards the protection of industrial property, each 
Contracting State must grant the same protection to nationals of 
other Contracting States that it grants to its own nationals. 
Nationals of non-Contracting States are also entitled to national 
treatment under the Convention if they are domiciled or have a real 
and effective industrial or commercial establishment in a 
Contracting State. 
 



• (2) The Convention provides for the right of priority in the case of patents (and 
utility models where they exist), marks and industrial designs. This right means 
that, on the basis of a regular first application filed in one of the Contracting 
States, the applicant may, within a certain period of time (12 months for patents 
and utility models; 6 months for industrial designs and marks), apply for 
protection in any of the other Contracting States. These subsequent applications 
will be regarded as if they had been filed on the same day as the first application. 
In other words, they will have priority (hence the expression "right of priority") 
over applications filed by others during the said period of time for the same 
invention, utility model, mark or industrial design. Moreover, these subsequent 
applications, being based on the first application, will not be affected by any event 
that takes place in the interval, such as the publication of an invention or the sale 
of articles bearing a mark or incorporating an industrial design. One of the great 
practical advantages of this provision is that applicants seeking protection in 
several countries are not required to present all of their applications at the same 
time but have 6 or 12 months to decide in which countries they wish to seek 
protection, and to organize with due care the steps necessary for securing 
protection. 



(3) The Convention lays down a few common rules that 
all Contracting States must follow. The most important 
are 

• (a) Patents. Patents granted in different Contracting 
States for the same invention are independent of each 
other: the granting of a patent in one Contracting State 
does not oblige other Contracting States to grant a 
patent; a patent cannot be refused, annulled or 
terminated in any Contracting State on the ground that 
it has been refused or annulled or has terminated in 
any other Contracting State. 



• (b) Marks. The Paris Convention does not regulate the 
conditions for the filing and registration of marks which 
are determined in each Contracting State by domestic law. 
Consequently, no application for the registration of a mark 
filed by a national of a Contracting State may be refused, 
nor may a registration be invalidated, on the ground that 
filing, registration or renewal has not been effected in the 
country of origin. The registration of a mark obtained in 
one Contracting State is independent of its possible 
registration in any other country, including the country of 
origin; consequently, the lapse or annulment of the 
registration of a mark in one Contracting State will not 
affect the validity of the registration in other Contracting 
States. 



• (c) Industrial Designs. Industrial designs must be protected 
in each Contracting State, and protection may not be 
forfeited on the ground that articles incorporating the 
design are not manufactured in that State. 

• (d) Trade Names. Protection must be granted to trade 
names in each Contracting State without there being an 
obligation to file or register the names. 

• (e) Indications of Source. Measures must be taken by each 
Contracting State against direct or indirect use of a false 
indication of the source of goods or the identity of their 
producer, manufacturer or trader. 

• (f) Unfair competition. Each Contracting State must provide 
for effective protection against unfair competition. 
 


